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How does Dutch Cycling look?
www.bicycledutch.wordpress.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swqaAIkGtpA
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Transport mode in Netherlands

Source: OViN 2011



Source: RWS/AVV 2005 /MON 2005



Source: RWS/AVV 2005 /MON 2005



Road safety in the Netherlands
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Traffic fatalities in NL since 1950



Safety measures since 1973

•Introduction safety belt and other safety issues
•Introduction moped helmet
•Better enforcement of speed & alcohol use
•Legislation:

• Lower speed limits > road categorisation
• Cyclists treated as road users
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Sustainable Safety / Vision Zero



Road categorisation

Principles Functionality of roads

highway

urban highway

connector road

artery road

rural road

neighbourhood street



Legal position of cyclists in Netherlands

• Have to use the cycleway (some 
exceptions)

• Since 1942 no priority on motorized 
traffic

• Since 1963 Motorized traffic obligated 
to insure against damage

• Since 2002 Drivers forbidden to hand 
a mobile, cyclists are free to phone

Mixed approach to cyclists!

Changed 
in 2001!



Cyclists equal to other traffic
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Road collissions
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Who is responsible?
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Who is responsible?
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Who is responsible?



“Strict liability” in the Netherlands

• Car driver is responsible for at 
least 50% of costs

• Jurisprudence showed negligence 
is hard to prove

• Children under 14 are full 
protected

Civil liability is not equal to 
prosecution



Diagram
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To cheer you up 

This is Dutch 
Cycling



Communication strategy
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BENEFITS

Mobility

Safety

Health

Environment

Tourism

Economy

Etc…


